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Selling points (list three} (1) This book addresse®ntemporaryssues—including how history is remembered
and toldand by whom—regarding Indigenous lan@nd how those lands became occupied, both
Massachusetts and more broadly New England and America; (2) with engaging photograplad textdt draws
the reader int@a new awareness abaidmplex issuesurrounding remembrance and concepts of hame(3)
it suggests new and valuable ways of understandiaxgdscaps.

Tagline: This book will change the way you think about land and éom



Description of the work:

Occupying Massachusetts: Layers of History on Indigenous Land is an art bookhatengages with historgind
memory.Sandra Matthews®ubtlephotagrapts of vernacular structuresid historic sitesffer auniquely
personameditation on the human occupation of land, vaittemphasis on the long presence of Indigenous
people whose lands have been transformed by peoplecoming herdrom all over the world sincéheearly 1600s.

Utilizing a muted color palette, the photographs suggest the presence of deep historiesthat are embedded
in the landscape but oftemeinvisible. Although the book focuses on Massachusetts, it implicitly raises larger
issues of settlemenhd conquest, nationhood and identity. How did the Wited States of America come to
occupy its land? How is this story of occupation remembered and rendered, by whom and for @Asra
longtime occupant/occupier of Massachusetts herself, Matthews aims to understarakeplythe land on
which she lives.

The main text of the book comes frdrer photographs of historic markers, which were installed around
the state at different times by different interest groups. The words on these markers describe early relations
between Indigenous people dadyely English settlers, from diverse points of view. In this wée book
explores how difficuland differinghistories are written and told andhow those storieshange over timeThis
themeis carried forward in essays Iiydigenous activist David Brule andriter Suzanne Gardiniewho
suggest how both Indigenous and Andigenous people can reconcile the past

Occupying Massachusetts is aprofound reflection on the complex meanings of home and of place. Its

insights about landscap@story, and memory will be appreciatedor years to come.

Blurbs:

“Occupying Massachuseitsa striking composition dfnages andvords, lending a gleam of light into long
stories that linger on the periphery. They're always there, next to us, but are seldom &eanaiit's more,
rather, that they are sens&@ur juxtapositions enable the clarity that can come when, for example, you can see
a hazy star more distinctly by looking next to it, rather than directly at it.”

—Rich HolschuhCultural Relations Liaison for the EInu Abenaki Trile

Orhe places on which we stand flicker with the subtle traces of peoples who have come before us. In this moving
book, Sandra Matthews asks us to lealeally look—at the relationship between us and them and meditate on
what thingssuchas possession, occupation, and settlement might mean. Her photographs are bothhaunting and
disturbingly beautifuld

—Anthony W. Lee, Idella Plimpton Kendall Professor of Art History at Mt. Holyoke Collegeauthor ofseven

books abouart andphotography, and founder/editor of the acclaimed book s@&&fming Moments in

American Photography



About the Author:

Sandra Matthewss a photographer whérom 1982 to 2016wnas a faculty membert Hampshire College. Her
previous books arBresentMomentgself-published, 2020) anBregnant Picturesco-authored with Laura
Wexler (Routledge, 2000). In 2010, she foundied Trans Asia Photography Reviewhich she edited until
2020. MatthewsOs photographs are in numerous collections, includidyisen Gallery of American Art,
Harvard University Art Museums, Henry Art Gallery, Portld@adegon) Art Museum, Smith College Museum of

Art, Victoria and Albert Museum, artie Women in Photography International Archive at Ydlgversity.

About the Contributor (s):

David Brulewas born and raised Montague Massachusetts, and is of Nehantic, Narragansett, and
Huron/Wendat descent. He is President of the Nolumbeka Project, Inc., whose migsitis Oto promote a
deeper, broader, and maecurate depiction of the history of the Native Americans/American Indians of the

Northeast before and during European contact and colonization.O

Suzanne Gardiniewas born in New Bedford, Massachusedtsdgrew up in ScituateShe teaches writing at
Samh Lawrence Collegendis the author o& dozen books of poetry, fiction, and essays, inclu@img New
World (Pittsburgh, 1993), whictvas awardethe 1992 Associated Writing Program@®srd Series in Poetry.

She is also &cipient of the Lannan LiternaAward for Poetry



