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Audience: Wide ranging, from age 9 to 99! Aldo Leopold is among the world’s most famous conservationists. 

He created the idea of a “land ethic” that underlies a healthy and respectful approach to caring for the 

environment no matter where one lives. His five children, one of whom was Nina, also were world-renowned 

scientists and conservationists. People of all ages who are interested in the history of conservation, restoration of 

the land, and how the Leopold family’s experiences at the Shack influenced the modern ecology movement will 

want to own this book, now presented in an updated and greatly expanded new edition (1/3 more material). As a 

pilgrimage site, visiting the Shack is akin to visiting Henry David Thoreau’s Walden Pond. The place reveals the 



man, his family, and their vision for a better world. 

Selling points (list three): (1) In addition to Leopold’s standing as a pioneer ecologist and conservationist, this 

is one of the most unique children’s books ever published, containing 128 printed pages and 161 photographs, 

maps, and drawings that enhance the book’s appeal beyond young readers to readers of all ages—from nine to 

99! (2) As a result, in 2013, Aldo Leopold’s Shack: Nina’s Story was designated as Wisconsin’s pick for the 

Library of Congress’s 2013 National Book Festival. (3) The new edition is one-third larger than the original 

2011 edition, which quickly sold out, and contains new text and 38 new illustrations! 

Tagline: Designated as the State of Wisconsin’s selection for the Library of Congress’s 2013 National Book 

Festival’s “52 Great Reads,” which featured one book per state, the U.S. Territories, and Washington, D.C. 

 

Description of the work:  

 

In Aldo Leopold’s Shack: Nina’s Story, Nancy Nye Hunt tells the remarkable tale of the famous Leopold 

family’s efforts to restore a worn-out farm along the lower Wisconsin River near Baraboo in the 1930s during 

the Great Depression and into the 1940s. Aldo Leopold, the world-renowned ecologist and conservationist—

along with his wife, Estella, and their five children and two dogs, Gus and Flick—spent most weekends and 

vacations living and working at their Sand County farm that they called the Shack, now a National Historic 

Landmark that is also listed on both the National and Wisconsin Registers of Historic Places. 

 Told through the eyes of Nina, the eldest daughter, details of life at the Shack unfold seasonally. Along 

the way, readers learn about the family’s many experiences and adventures: healing the land and converting an 

old chicken coop into a cabin (the “Shack”); restoring prairies and improving woodlands; planting gardens, 

collecting firewood, and tending orchards; observing animal tracks, bird migrations, and times when plants 

bloom; cooking meals over an open fire; singing the family’s old Spanish songs from New Mexico, where 

Estella was born and raised and had deep Spanish roots, and having great fun walking, swimming, canoeing, 

cross-country skiing, and playing tracking games. 

 While at the Shack, Aldo and his family also recorded scientific observations in their “Shack journals.” 

These journals became the basis of Aldo’s 1949 landmark book, A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and 

There. That book continues to inspire people today with its call for a land ethic in everyday life. Visiting the 

Shack, as thousands of people from all over the world do every year, is the equivalent of seeking out Henry 

David Thoreau’s Walden Pond as a pilgrimage site and source of inspiration. 

 Using interviews with Nina and the Leopold family and relying on the original Shack journals, historic 

family photographs, and her extensive field experiences over dozens of years, Hunt has captured the spirit of this 

special place as no other book previously has. Here, readers discover Nina’s story of growing up at the Shack 

and learn about the family’s favorite recipes and songs as well as genealogical information all that go back 

centuries. And the blending of Nina’s story with 161 historic and contemporary photographs of life at the Shack, 

maps, and original pencil drawings of wildlife all provide for a transformative reading experience.  



First published in 2011 and now presented in an updated and greatly expanded new edition, including 38 

new illustrations, 32 additional pages, and a new field trip to the Shack, readers will be able to appreciate and 

better understand Aldo’s famous concepts—the land ethic and phenology—that continue to influence our lives 

today. This book is a unique tribute and introduction to one of the world’s greatest conservationists and his 

family and how one place—the Shack—can help shape the world.  

 

Blurbs:  

 

“My mother, Nina, commented often that, more than any other publication, Nancy Nye Hunt’s book became her 

favorite, because it captures the spirit of our beloved Shack. This new edition deepens and expands the 

understanding of a family’s love for a very special place.” 

—Trish Stevenson, Nina’s daughter. 

 

“Aldo Leopold is well-known throughout the world for his many scientific achievements, not least of which is 

providing a foundation for the field of landscape ecology. Many of his ideas were formulated at ‘The Shack,’ a 

place where the Leopolds—father, mother, and their five children who also became famous scientists and 

conservationists—began working, almost nine decades ago, to reclaim and restore 80 acres of depleted farmland 

along the lower Wisconsin River. In this engaging, delightful account, now issued in a greatly expanded 32 

pages new edition featuring new text and 38 new illustrations, Nancy Nye Hunt tells the story of how the 

Shack—now a National Historic Landmark and conservation area encompassing more than 16,000 acres—

served as a family retreat and later as an iconic symbol of environmental ethics and values.” 

—Arnold R. Alanen, Professor Emeritus of Planning and Landscape Architecture, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, and author of The Scenic Route: Building Minnesota’s North Shore 

 

“Aldo Leopold’s Shack: Nina’s Story by Nancy Nye Hunt, now presented in a greatly expanded new edition, 

introduces whole new generations to the story of the Leopold family’s adventures. Every child will wish they 

were a part of the Leopold family’s experiences! This new edition is a must read for anyone who is interested in 

sharing with young readers a love of the land, a strong sense of place, and the fun that families can have 

enjoying nature together.” 

—Kathe Crowley Conn, former President and Executive Director, Aldo Leopold Nature Center, and education 

consultant 

 

“Historical photographs bring to life a sweet tale, told from Nina Leopold Bradley’s perspective, of growing up 

at the ‘Shack,’ the tiny former chicken coop on a barren 80 acres that inspired her father, Aldo Leopold, to pen A 

Sand County Almanac and introduce the world to the ‘land ethic’ concept. . . . Using family photographs, often 

juxtaposed with modern snapshots of the same scenes, Hunt brings to vivid life the tale of the close-knit Leopold 



family and their dedication to bringing back their land to a thriving condition.” 

—Judy Ettenhofer, The Capital Times 

 

“Nancy Nye Hunt’s Aldo Leopold’s Shack: Nina’s Story, now presented in a new edition, is an outstanding piece 

of children’s literature. Throughout this gorgeous book, a gentle story and loving portrait emerge. I was 

transported to a special, magical, and peaceful place. What a phenomenal learning opportunity this new edition 

provides.” 

—Renice Konik, retired teacher, University School of Milwaukee 

 

“This book gives the legacy of the Leopold Shack and family a new energy . . . It introduces whole new 

generations to the story of the Leopold family’s adventures on the land, the land itself, and the people involved 

in restoration and ecology. It’s a wonderful, energetic read no matter your age.” 

—Jeanie Lewis, The Dodgeville Chronicle 

 

“Nancy Nye Hunt’s book is a wonderful addition to the growing literature about Aldo Leopold and his literary 

and philosophical contributions to land conservation. That it is meant for young people makes it even more 

important, for through the stories of his daughter, Nina, we are shown how a true “land ethic” can be expressed 

not only in words, but also in action—and by children at that. What a privilege it is to have such an intimate 

view of this famous family living out the precepts of an exemplary life on the land. No wonder the Leopold 

children went on to become famous scientists and conservationists in their own right.” 

—Charles E. Little, author of Hope for the Land and Discover America: The Smithsonian Books of the National 

Parks  

 

“The experience of the Leopold family at their worn-out Sand County farm in Wisconsin during the 1930s and 

1940s would have an enduring impact on millions of readers of Aldo Leopold's classic book, A Sand County 

Almanac and Sketches Here and There. The farm and its unassuming ‘Shack’ also played a powerful role in the 

lives of the five children of Estella and Aldo. In the new edition of Aldo Leopold's Shack: Nina's Story, Nancy 

Nye Hunt offers readers of all ages the opportunity to share in their experiences. Through daughter Nina’s 

recollections, we learn all about what the Leopolds brought to this special place—and all that they carried from 

it.” 

—Curt Meine, Senior Fellow at the Aldo Leopold Foundation and the Center for Humans and Nature and author 

of Aldo Leopold: His Life and Work 

 

“We love Nancy Nye Hunt’s new book about the outdoor childhood of Nina Leopold Bradley and what it meant 

to grow up with her father, Aldo Leopold, UW professor and a founder of the American environmental 

movement. The book is aimed at kids, but it’s a wonderful primer about the land ethic for adults, too.” 



—77 Square (The Capital Times) 

 

About the Author:  

 

Nancy Nye Hunt was born and raised in Wisconsin near the shores of Lake Michigan. She spent her childhood 

exploring and observing nature on her grandparents’ land near Cedarburg. After receiving a B.S. in agricultural 

education from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, she worked as a legislative liaison for the governor, 

attorney general, and state legislature of Wisconsin. She then was a children’s literature specialist at Madison’s 

Pooh Corner Bookstore and a volunteer and substitute teacher for Monona, Wisconsin’s elementary schools. She 

currently volunteers as a researcher, writer, and tour guide at the award-winning Driftless Historium Museum in 

Mount Horeb, Wisconsin. Nancy lives and writes from her home in Wisconsin’s Driftless Area with her 

husband, Tom, a professor emeritus of restoration ecology. They enjoy exploring the land with their two 

daughters, three grandsons, and numerous animals and pets. Aldo Leopold’s Shack: Nina’s Story received the 

high honor or being designated the State of Wisconsin’s selection for the Library of Congress’s 2013 National 

Book Festival’s “52 Great Reads,” which featured one book per state, the U.S. Territories, and Washington, D.C. 

 

About the Contributor:  

 

Nina Leopold Bradley (1917–2011), the oldest daughter of Aldo and Estella Leopold, was a well-known 

American conservationist, researcher, and writer. She was instrumental in developing the Aldo Leopold Nature 

Center in Monona, Wisconsin, and the Aldo Leopold Foundation in Baraboo, Wisconsin. 

 


